DREYFUS   AFFAIR

summed up the whole evidence relentlessly against the
General Staff and its tools and forgers, Esterhazy, Henry,
Paty du Clam and the rest of them.

Such an indictment, formulated by a novelist who was
universally recognised as one of the leading men of letters in
Europe, quite outside of the political arena, would have
attracted attention at any time. In the midst of a period
when all feelings and minds were wrought up to the highest
point of tension, it came as a direct and heavy blow at the
whole of the military party. It is difficult to realise to-day
the sensation produced. It had all the effect of a combined
attack of horse, foot and artillery for which preparation had
been made long before by a successful bombardment. There
was no effective answer possible in words. This the military
cliques and their friends at once saw and acted upon. They
abandoned discussion and forced Zola and VAurore into court
on a charge of treason and libel. The action stirred all Europe
and riveted attention throughout the civilised world. This
was due not merely to Zola's great reputation and popularity,
to the political position held by Olemenceau, to the enthralling
interest of the Dreyfus affair itself, to the excitement of the
life-and-death struggle between freedom and reaction, but to
the fact that behind all this lay the never-dying hostility of
Germany to France.

All this was too much for the criminal champions of " the
honour of the Army." U Aurora and Zola must be prosecuted.
They were. And Olemenceau conducted his own defence.
It was a crucial case, and the famous advocate Labori had
previously done his best for Zola, pointing out that the whole
drama turned on the prisoner then suffering at the He du
Diable : perhaps the most infamous criminal, perhaps a martyr,
the victim1 of human fallibility. He had shown, however,
that " all the powers for Justice are combined against Justice/'
and had called for the revision of a great case.

" After the jury have adjudicated, public opinion and France
herself will judge you," said Clemencean himself. " You
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